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This talk will first consider corrective feedback from a pedagogical perspective by examining what

teacher guides recommend. These have addressed five key questions:
Should learners’ errors be corrected?
When should learners’ errors be corrected?
Which errors should be corrected?
How should errors be corrected?
Who should do the correcting?
Next, the talk will examine three theoretical perspectives on corrective feedback:
o UG-based views of corrective feedback
e Cognitive-interactionist accounts of corrective feedback
e Sociocultural theory and corrective feedback
These theoretical perspectives provide the basis for examining some of the key debates in SLA about the
role of corrective feedback in L2 acquisition:
e  The relative efficacy of recasts and prompts
e The relative efficacy of implicit as opposed to explicit corrective feedback

e The need for ‘graduated’ feedback

Finally, the talk will return to the key pedagogical questions and propose a number of general principles

to guide the practice of corrective feedback in the light of the research findings.




