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Changing Japan and the World
from YOKOHAMA!
Yokohama has been a cosmopolitan city since the Port of Yokohama was opened to the world in 1859
when Japan opened its doors after 250 years of isolation. Over the last 150 years, the city has maintained its openness and readiness to embrace innovations. In such an atmosphere, Yokohama National
University (YNU) has always been taking on new challenges ahead of the times and making progress.
With international students from 70 countries and regions around the world, a global community is
formed on its campus. Serving as an international research center, YNU disseminates its educational
and research results that meet international standards to create a better future.
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Our goal: An interdisciplinary research
university that can train individuals for
taking active part in a globalizing world
It has been 142 years since the predecessor to Yokohama National
University, Yokohama Normal School, was founded and 67 years since
YNU became a national university based in Yokohama. Over the years,
despite the challenges of natural disasters and changing times, YNU has
continued to play a pioneering role in imparting the practical knowledge and skills needed for individuals to take an active part in society.
YNU also publishes numerous research findings that earn global recognition beyond the boundaries of Japanese culture and industry.
YNU provides an environment for education and research − humanities,
social sciences, natural sciences and engineering− in one campus. Such
an environment offers a unique setting conducive to cross-fertilization
among research results in these areas. By taking advantage of this environment, we promote interdisciplinary research with the aim of gaining
deeper knowledge about the newly globalizing world, in which the centers of economic growth are shifting toward Asian and other developing
countries. At the same time, based on practical results obtained from
such research, we also strive to assist the policy-making process of local
and national governments from academic perspectives.
Active international exchange is another strength of our university. At YNU, many international students conduct
research in order to learn from the experiences of Japan, the first country in Asia to join the ranks of developed
nations. Our students speak a wide variety of languages, come from diverse cultures and practice different
religions. We also have a strong overseas alumni network. Making optimal use of this highly international environment, our goal is to train individuals who can lead this globalizing world, with a global perspective deeply
rooted in their local backgrounds.
Yokohama National University upholds four pillars as being fundamental values of our university: being Practical,
Innovative, Open and Global. By staying true to these values, we will continue our efforts and research in our role
as a university that acts globally and contributes locally.

Yuichi Hasebe
President, Yokohama National University
April 2015
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Graduate School
of Education
[Master’s Program]

1.
2 Specializations and 16 educational
and research fields to meet diversified
demands in a complex society

2.
Interdisciplinary education and research
to address issues on environment,
welfare and human rights

3.
Training programs
to acquire highly specialized expertise
and practical teaching skills

EDUCATION
With emphasis on both theoretical and practical perspectives, the Graduate School of Education has been
producing teachers with advanced specializations. By being successful in teaching in elementary and middle schools, leveraging their theoretical and practical knowledge, students are strongly expected to take
the initiative of promoting education research in schools and local teaching environments.
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EDUCATION DESIGN
Clinical Pedagogy

students in this program study practical ways to communi-

In this program, whose aims include practical recurrent train-

Students will explore how language arts relate to human

ing for educational professionals, students are required to

development.

cate and create language arts in today’s school education.

develop advanced practical capabilities to pursue 1) clinical
research on curriculum management and specifics of classroom lessons 2) practical research on education packaged as

English

informational units and 3) practical research related to the

By melding different disciplines of English Pedagogy, Second-

causes and analysis of various clinical issues at school such

Language Acquisition, English Linguistics, English and Ameri-

as truancy, bullying and classroom collapse, then based on

can Literatures, etc., this program enables students to acquire

those research results to build specific systems that function

necessary knowledge and skills to address various issues

effectively in the field of clinical education.

confronting today’s English education and conduct research
on language arts of the English-speaking countries.

Pedagogy
Students will develop professional skills and capabilities to

Social Studies

take multi-dimensional and structural approaches to the

Students are expected to explore subjects that are essential

issues of human development and school education in com-

in effecting growth and development of social awareness

plex modern society and comprehensively design future

that is attuned to changing society and ability to participate

educational environment. Theoretical and practical capa-

in society, such as what should be taught, the curriculum

bilities will be developed that can be tapped in actual fields

and teaching plans, the social sciences and humanities that

leveraging their skills in educational design that they will pick

underpin the foregoing, and develop advanced theoretical

up through theoretical and clinical research.

and practical capabilities. This is done by taking into account
school curricula for social studies-related subjects and the

Psychology

developmental stage of the pupils’/students’ social awareness.

Students will acquire advanced knowledge and skills that are
needed to 1) provide psychological support in learning, living
and practicing environments in and outside the school lever-

Mathematics

aging empirical research on teaching & learning, cognition,

Students will acquire necessary knowledge and skills to solve

clinical education, development, etc., and 2) contribute to

various issues in today’s math education by combining teach-

development of pupils and education.

ing/learning theories on mathematics and basic and applied
mathematics.

Japanese as a Second Language
Students are expected to explore how to help non-native
speakers of Japanese and children learn Japanese leveraging
the fruit of various disciplines such as Japanese Pedagogy,
Japanese Linguistics and Japanese Studies.

Japanese as a Native Language
Building upon the achievements of past scholarship in Japanese Language Education, Japanese Linguistics, Japanese Literature, Chinese Classics, Writing and Calligraphy Education,

Yokohama National University
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EDUCATION DESIGN
Science

program aims to address this issue through developing curri-

Students will acquire necessary knowledge and skills to solve

sues and exploring and expanding practical methodologies.

various issues confronting today’s science education by com-

Emphasis is placed on design education utilizing electronic

bining them with theories on science teaching/learning and

media that goes in lockstep with the current state of the art

various disciplines including physics, chemistry, life sciences

and rapidly changing times.

cula that reflect the goals of education and contemporary is-

and earth sciences.

Technology

This program expects students to develop capabilities to 1)

Students will acquire theoretical and practical guidance ca-

critically analyze contemporary issues such as building pu-

pabilities with which to develop pupils/students who have a

pils’/students’ physical strength, youths’ active participation

practical ability to apply the laws of nature to rationally make

in sports, active life style of adults and the elderly, etc., from

things and fairness to appreciate technology that impacts our

the point of view of a wide-area interdisciplinary science

modern life, while keeping in mind the relationship between

called “Health & Physical Education” and “Health Educa-

technology and living.

tion,” and 2) identify and solve issues that are unique to their

Home Economics
Through a comprehensive study of topics related to living
such as family, children, elderly, food, and housing, students
will gain a multi-dimensional understanding of the ways
in which family life plays an important role in the life-long
growth and development of an individual, explore how to
solve problems and give support in contemporary life, and
develop practical skills and guidance capabilities to live one’s
own life that is increasingly becoming diverse.

Music
The role of music is being called into question as we face
educational issues in contemporary schools and society. The
objective of his course is to study and understand music, explore methodologies based on such study and understanding, develop curricula that reflect the goals of education and
contemporary issues, and carry out research on actual practices.

Art
Art has given structure to the relationship between subject –
be it a community or an individual – and world, and thereby
has defined a referential position of subject. In a world where
images unrelated to subject are scattered all around, the relationship of subject and world needs to be redefined. This
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specialization. Furthermore, as they face the challenge of
calling into question the qualitative significance of physical
education, students will train to become a professional guidance provider in PE and Health Education who can, instead of
piling allopathic solutions upon another, formulate problem
solving of fundamental issues and develop effective curricula.
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Special Needs Education / Clinical Psychology
Special Needs Education

Clinical Psychology

Paying attention to child development in today’s schools,

Clinical Psychology of the Graduate School of Education

families and local communities, this program aims that

received designation as Class 1 Graduate School from the

students will 1) acquire advanced knowledge and skills to

Japanese Certification Board for Clinical Psychologists under

have an accurate understanding of various different types

the Clinical Psychology Graduate School Designation Sys-

of handicaps, different stages of development and various

tem in 2003 and has since been training clinical psycholo-

other characteristics including environmental conditions that

gists. Students will learn about theoretical understanding

are associated with special needs students 2) based on the

as a foundation for addressing psychological problems and

knowledge and skills so acquired develop theories and tech-

through repeating field practice outside the school, such as

niques of educational assistance that is appropriate to each

in hospitals, schools and education centers, as well as inside

handicapped child and 3) set upon developing advanced

the school, as at Tokiwadai Counseling Room, an on-campus

practical capabilities that can be deployed immediately in

education counseling & comprehensive support center, they

the field. While providing recurrent education for in-service

prepare themselves to become a clinical psychologist who

teachers and working adults involved in educational activi-

can go into practice after graduation.

ties, this program aims to study and teach child development
in contemporary society from the perspective of special
needs education and social welfare.

Yokohama National University
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Graduate School of
International Social Sciences
[Master’s Program and Doctoral Program]

1.
Consistent Academic Schooling
throughout the 5 years

2.

3.

Flexible Curriculum across
Departments

All-English Graduate Program

Your Future Starts Here.
The Graduate School consists of three departments in Economics, Business Administration, and International and Business Law, providing integrated education through Master’s and Doctoral Programs.
We seek to cultivate professionals ready to lead and manage in today’s ever changing global business landscape by further strengthening our integrated and practical education, conducted by professors in all departments of the graduate school in social sciences
and experienced business specialists.

Master’s Program
◆ Department of Economics
The globalization of economic society has reached a new era.
While there is rapid development of newly industrialized nations and the expansion of regional economic integration in
East and South-East Asia, there are also severe fiscal deficits
among developed nations, liberalization and expansion of
international capital movement, and instability in exchange
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rates. The Master’s Program in the Department of Economics
provides systematic education which organically unites coursework and research by establishing economic fundamentals as
the compulsory core. It provides students with both a broad
and specialized knowledge by establishing a flexible curriculum across departments which combines economics, business
administration, and law.
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◆ Department of Business Administration

◆ Department of International and Business Law

A new global era has arrived, with Japanese firms developing
increasingly close links with the economies and companies of
East and South-East Asia. There is growing demand for professionals who are able to accommodate diverse business cultures
and enhance a firm’s international competitiveness. In addition
to imparting a world-class understanding of business administration and fostering an underlying competence in problem
solving, the Program aims to train pragmatic internationalminded graduates who are capable of effectively utilizing specialized knowledge in business administration.
The rigorous curriculum is designed to instill in students cutting-edge knowledge in business administration, accounting,
and management systems. Committed to providing students
with an education that emphasizes a global perspective, the
program offers such courses as International Management
Theory, that specifically addresses global business issues, and
Comparative Management Theory, that explores similarities
and differences between Japanese and Asian business practicies.
In addition to each specialty, students may choose a derivative business administration subject for their Master’s research
topic, such as strategic theory based on computer simulations,
accounting for derivatives, financial marketing, and other interdisciplinary business administration subjects.

Core courses in positive law, building upon the basics of constitutional law, contract law, criminal law etc. (so-called “Six Main
Codes”) and covering applied legal fields such as environmental law and trade law are provided. The emphasis will be on
coursework. Courses in the required skills in legal interpretation, the analysis of case law, and the analysis of modern political decision-making process are offered. The systematically
structured curriculum ranges from contract law, torts, commercial law, corporate law and other areas of business law to
taxation law, social security law and other applied law areas, as
well as political science, public administration and international
development studies.
The teaching emphasizes both theoretical and practical aspects
of positive law, including the specialized fields of various social
policies, giving students advanced knowledge in law and public
policy and critical thinking ability. The Program also responds
to the growing demand for legal and public policy experts
in East and Southeast Asia. The newly opened program, the
International Development Governance Education Program,
consists of curriculums for a pre-professionals on international
developments. It offers courses that leads opportunities in a
wide variety of government, non-government, academic, and
private sector organizations working in the developing world.
After completion of the degree, graduates may proceed to doctoral studies, or seek employment as legal experts, public officers in national and local governments as well as international
and transnational organizations, and as corporate legal advisers
in international businesses.

Doctoral Program
◆ Department of Economics

◆ Department of Business Administration

The Ph.D. Program implements a technical curriculum where
the students acquire the ability to analyze contemporary
globalized economic society with the use of highly specialized
economic methods. Newly established subjects such as “Structure of Developing Economies” and “Environmental Economics”
respond to the demand in East and South-East Asia and other
growing regions of the world for highly trained professionals.
Compulsory “Seminar” work emphasises small-class education.
The designation of Research Practicums such as “IndustrialGovernmental-Academic Collaborative Research” and “International Collaborative Research”, and Workshops allows students
to cultivate practical research skills. The Program focuses on
training people who will demonstrate their ability globally. This
is achieved implementing such programs as International Public
Policy EP (Education Program), which is a flexible curriculum
across departments of Economics, Business Administration and
International and Business Law, and international graduate programs in Economics, which allows the students to study entirely
in English. After acquiring cutting-edge specialized technical
knowledge in economics and the ability to analyze globalized
contemporary economic society, the graduates may pursue a
career in academia, think tanks, and research sections of global
firms

In response to growing demand from society, the Program
fosters an ability to analyze globalized contemporary firms and
the environmental problems that surround them by using business administrative methods and the methods of related social
sciences. The Program seeks to develop human resources who
are capable of contributing to the academic world of business
administration, accounting, and management systems. The
Program also emphasizes the training of professionals who
wish to put applied research into practice.
The curriculum seamlessly extends education from the Master’s
Program, which enables students to efficiently continue and
advance their research. The integrated course work contributes
to each student producing a strong doctoral dissertation, which
is supervised by three professors. It also supports students
who desire to continue their research after the completion of a
Master’s degree, including the MBA course. The Program offers
Global Business Doctor EP (Education Program) for Master’s
degree graduates who wish to acquire the ability to make creative and feasible business strategies. In addition, responding
to the growing demand from overseas applicants, particularly
from East and South-East Asia, the Japanese Management in
an All-English Graduate Program has been established to allow
students to complete a Ph.D. degree entirely in English.

Yokohama National University
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◆ Department of International and Business Law
Students will analyze issues in modern law and politics in our
global age from within a framework of legal and political science disciplines. They will also conduct research in the fields
of international politics and international development with
particular focus on the growing regions of East and Southeast
Asia. The Department of International Business Law offers progressive courses and pioneering research. In addition to the
Department’s traditional area of research - intellectual property
law and economic law - areas of positive law and public policy
including international development studies are covered by
a comprehensive curriculum that is tailored to student needs.
All faculty members engage in pioneering research activities,
complementing their strong commitment to teaching with
scholarly and creative endeavors.
In addition, students can further their own research and develop career paths through “Industrial-Governmental-Academic
Collaborative Research”, “International Field Work”, and other
projects that provide opportunities for them to present their

research and participate in international research collaborations. A flexible curriculum across departments [International
Public Policy EP (Education Program) and Taxation / Accounting
EP (Education Program)] and the All-English Graduate Program
also enables students to acquire and develop specialized
knowledge and skills. After completing the degree, graduates
may pursue global careers as research fellows, professional
practitioners such as lawyers and accountants, public officers in
national and regional governments, international organization
staff, or policy advisers and consultants to international corporations.

Flexible curriculum across departments
We provide new interdisciplinary Ph. D. programs taught primarily in Japanese: —International Public Policy EP (Education
Program) and Taxation/Accounting EP (Education Program).
These programs offer flexible curriculums across departments.
Students can join the programs if their department’s professors
already participate in them.

International Public Policy
This program pursues an interdisciplinary study of international
public policy and its coordination among various countries in
relation to global issues such as poverty problems, sustainable
development, and the capabilities of people in each country.
The program is designed to provide students with lectures and
workshops to study global issues based on comparative institutional analysis, historical analysis, and various empirical studies.
Professors from three departments—the Department of Eco-

nomics, the Department of Business Administration, and the
Department of International and Business Law—have joined
the program.

Taxation / Accounting
This program is offered both by academics and by distinguished
practitioners, such as practicing lawyers specialized in Taxation, and practicing accountants, who have experience in tax/
financial accounting practices in domestic/international fields.
Doctoral Candidates will pursue academic research based on
Law or Accounting, traditional academic analysis or practices.
Courses may include theoretical study of cross-relationship between taxation and accounting, accounting consideration as a
legal method of tax study, research on methodologies for legal
analysis of taxation with methods of accounting as information
sciences, inter-relationship between tax/accounting theories
and business conducts/practices.

All-English Graduate Programs
We established new graduate programs taught entirely in
English in Fall 2013. To offer attractive education services for
international students, our new programs choose English as
the language used throughout the academic process. From the
admissions process, lectures, qualifying exams, and thesis writing all the way to the final defense, no Japanese language skill
is required.Mirroring the international nature of Yokohama City,
there is a cosmopolitan feel to our graduate school, with many
students from various countries in Asia and around the globe.
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Department of Economics
International M.A. and Ph.D. Programs
Designed to provide graduates with knowledge of economic
theory, empirics, and policy at the highest of global academic
standards, in 2013, the Department of Economics in the Graduate School of International Social Sciences established two
all-English degree programs to serve a competitive pool of selected international student applicants eager to pursue careers
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as academic researchers, specialists or business professionals in
the international arena.
Our program has two distinctive features. First, we offer a North
American course-based curriculum with specializations in international economics and labor economics. Second, we also
offer a policy-oriented program employing both comparative
economic systems and political economy approaches.

Department of Business Administration
Japanese Management
In accordance with the extension of global economy, Japanese
firms extend their business areas. “Japanese management”
is well known as an excellent management system. There are
many characteristics of Japanese management and these suggest meaningful insights through the comparison with other
countries and areas. Our Japanese management program
focuses on the student who is interested in Japanese management and wishes to study business management in a specific
country or area based on Japanese management. Through
the study of this course, a student can become academic researcher who is familiar with the essence of global business or
an advanced business person who has strong academic skills.

Department of International and Business Law
Transnational Law and Policy
The Department of International and Business Law at Yokohama National University launched a doctoral program in Fall
2013 taught entirely in English. The program is designed to provide students with legal knowledge and practical skills needed
for work in, inter alia, international organizations and transnational civil society organizations in various areas of global
policy making. We seek motivated students from all over the
world, who are eager to work in such fields.
Graduates of the Doctoral Program in Transnational Law and
Policy will be able to conduct leading-edge research and publish their research outcome in international conferences (both
academic and policy-oriented). They will also have the opportunity to acquire high-level research skills in various methods
of empirical and theoretical analysis so as to enable them to
produce policy-oriented papers.

[Master’s Program in English for Foreign Students]
Special Master’s Programs for government officers from developing countries
The Graduate School of International Social Sciences (GSISS) offers four special Master’s Programs in English.
1. The Master’s Program in Public Policy and Taxation (PPT) was
started in 1996, as one of the partnership programs funded by
the World Bank. Most students in this program are tax officers.
The Practicum is done in cooperation with Japan’s National Tax
Agency.
2. Indonesian Linkage Program (ILP) was established in 2007
under an agreement with the Indonesian MOF and the National
Development Planning Board of Indonesia (BAPPENAS). Students in this program are either Indonesian MOF or BAPPENAS
officers. The first year of the program is held at the partner
universities in Indonesia. The second year is conducted at the
GSISS in YNU. This program is a double degree program, which
is very new in Japan. Students who successfully complete the
master’s program receive a Master’s Degree from both YNU and
the partner university in Indonesia.
In addition, GSISS has accepted applicants from the new
ABEI(African Business Education Initiative) since 2014. Graduates
of all these programs have returned to their home countries
and contributed toward improving their respective countries in
various ways. Notably, some graduates have become National
Tax Agency Commissioners. These programs maintain a high
educational standard internationally and an excellent reputation with the World Bank and governments around the world.

Yokohama National University
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Graduate School of
Engineering
[Master’s Program and Doctoral Program]

1.
Joint research projects with internal and
external parties, international research projects
Participating in national research projects

2.
Adopting a new educational method, the first of
its kind in Japan to educate students to become
practice-oriented engineers and researchers

3.
Providing extensive and intensive education
to deal with interdisciplinary technology

The Graduate School of Engineering (GSE) offers programs to train students to become engineers and researchers with the frontier
spirit who can pursue their areas of interest on their own and make comprehensive decisions to address newly emerging issues from
a wide perspective. These programs are designed to help students develop abilities to be involved in research and technology not
only in their specialized field but also in other fields. With 1) highly specialized education and 2) education with a wide perspective
to deal with interdisciplinary technology as its major objectives, GSE has established three departments to achieve these objectives.
The aim is that students of these departments will become creative and progress-minded development engineers and researchers
who can create, research and develop unique science and technology, and are willing to create a new discipline and industry. Since
the academic year 2007, GSE has adopted the Studio Educational System, a new graduate school educational system allowing to
educate students to become “practice-oriented engineers/researchers” with a wide perspective required to deal with interdisciplinary technology in all the three departments, who are ready to play a leading role in industry.
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Department of Materials Science and Engineering
Students majoring in materials science and engineering learn

◆ Specialization in Chemical and Energy Engineering

about development of materials, substances and processes
that harmonize with the nature and are useful for effective

This specialization is designed to educate students to under-

use of resources and energy. As specialists in this field, stu-

stand scientifically chemical and physical phenomena such

dents acquire a wide range of knowledge, including organic

as substance-related movement, response, and energy con-

chemistry, inorganic chemistry, chemical engineering, and

version; and to learn about new energy creation (fuel cells,

energy. At the same time, they are trained to develop wide,

hydrogen energy, etc.), biotechnology, and future-oriented

cosmopolitan perspectives, enabling them to make decisions

environmental technology. The aim is to train students to

in a comprehensive manner.

become highly specialized engineers and researchers with
highly sophisticated expertise to create cutting-edge tech-

◆ Specialization in Advanced Materials Chemistry

nology.

Students are engaged in designing molecules and materials
of a wide range of substances, including bio-related substances. By establishing methods for synthesizing these substances and analyzing their functions, students learn systematically about advanced materials chemistry that supports a
healthy, comfortable and sustainable society. The aim is to
train students to become highly specialized engineers and
researchers with abilities to explore and solve problems.

Department of Systems Integration
Mechanical engineering, ocean and space engineering, and

◆ Specialization in Ocean and Space Engineering

solid state material and engineering are engineerings to develop advanced systems by assembling micro-scale compo-

The Specialization in Ocean and Space Engineering offers

nents. Students majoring in systems integration learn about

programs specializing in ocean engineering and aerospace

the construction of advanced systems by integrating science-

engineering for utilizing the ocean, atmosphere and space.

based elemental technology, design technology to enable el-

The aim is to train students to become highly specialized

ements to function, and production engineering to establish

engineers and researchers with sufficient abilities to explore

harmony with society and environment. The aim is to train

and solve problems.

students to become development engineers, production engineers and/or system engineers with practical abilities.

◆ Specialization in Mechanical Engineering

◆ Specialization in Solid State Materials and Engineering
The Specialization in Solid State Materials and Engineering
offers systematic programs specializing in fundamental prin-

The Specialization in Mechanical Engineering offers students

ciples of electronic, optical, mechanical and other properties

programs to expand their knowledge and skills in the me-

of metallic materials, compounds, ceramics, semiconductors

chanical engineering field acquired at the School of Engi-

and energy materials, and methods for controlling these

neering Science so as to become engineers and researchers

properties; material creation process, manufacturing process,

highly specialized in basic mechanical engineering, including

reuse, and material evaluation. It is aimed to train students

machining, thermo-fluid energy, and mechanical systems, as

to become highly specialized engineers and researchers

well as interdisciplinary and advanced fields, including envi-

through these programs.

ronmental engineering, space engineering, bioengineering
and welfare engineering.

Yokohama National University
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Department of Physics, Electrical and Computer Engineering
Programs offered at the Department of Physics, Electrical and

◆ Specialization in Physics

Computer Engineering cover a wide range of engineering
areas, from basic to practical application, by integrating elec-

Students of the Specialization in Physics are educated to

tric, electronic, communication and computer engineerings,

become creative engineers and researchers who can play a

phenomena analysis, simulation, and physical engineering

leading role in a wide range of engineering fields covering

that supports the previous disciplines. The aim is to train

machine, material, electric, electronic and information engi-

students to become creative engineers and system managers

neerings, by combining physical research methods and com-

with practical skills in the electric, electronic, information and

puter science, which achieved rapid development in the 20th

material fields.

century.

◆ Specialization in Electrical and Computer Engineering
The Specialization in Electrical and Computer Engineering
offers students programs to expand their knowledge and
skills acquired at the Faculty of Engineering in the electric,
electronic, communication and computer engineerings,
which are undergoing significant innovation, so as to become engineers and researchers who can develop innovative
technologies for future and be involved in their sophisticated
application.

Presenting a new form of graduate school education
Innovative efforts beyond the existing framework
[TED and PED Programs]

master’s degree is made based on the outcomes (portfolio)

Exploring new frontiers in highly specialized research New

program. It is not required for them to submit a dissertation.

educational programs unique to YNU

In the subsequent doctoral program, students are required

The objective of the “TED program”, the conventional gradu-

to complete a doctoral dissertation, which is evaluated from

ate course, is to educate students to become progress-mind-

the standpoint of a practice-oriented researcher developing

ed, highly specialized engineers and researchers who can be

highly-sophisticated products.

of their learning and projects during the two-year master’s

engaged in creative activities in a highly industrialized society. To achieve this goal, each student is required to choose
a specific area and the final evaluation for the master’s and

13

[Adult Education]

doctoral degree is mainly based on his/her dissertations on

A Second Section’s (adult education) Department of Mechani-

a topic of the chosen area. The “PED program” is an educa-

cal Engineering and Department of Industrial Chemistry (later

tional program unique to YNU, also called the Yokohama-

renamed the Department of Applied Chemistry) were estab-

method graduate school education, to educate students to

lished in the Yokohama National University School of Engi-

become practice-oriented engineers and researchers who

neering in 1949. Since then, the School of Engineering has

can address present-day issues in a diversified and techno-

conducted adult engineering education at the college level

logically advanced industrialized society. Students under-

for youth who begin working at a company after graduating

take a coursework program consisting of laboratory studies,

from high school. From 1949 until the period of Japan’s rapid

seminars and internships (including a long-team internship)

economic growth in the latter half of the 1960s, many work-

independently, instead of belonging to any specific research

ing youth with a strong desire for education attended classes

group led by a faculty member. The final evaluation for the

and, after graduating, went out into the world to play active
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roles as leading engineers and researchers. However, as the
times have changed, the number of working youth who have

[Education for Foreign Students]

a technical job during the day and attend classes at night

Graduate school education could be called the main educa-

has decreased. They presently account for slightly more than

tion that this university is currently providing to international

10% of all students. The composition of the student body has

students. The Graduate School of Engineering started to con-

thus diverged considerably from the one for which Second

vert the language of all lectures in the graduate school into

Section was established. On the other hand, as mentioned

English in April 2015 to develop “global human resources in

above, the need for adult education at the graduate level has

science and technology” in order to respond to request from

gradually increased, and is expected to increase still further

industries. Graduate students are also recommended to take

in the future. Actually, by applying the Special Provisions of

up international internships at overseas enterprises, institu-

Article 14 of the Standards for the Establishment of Graduate

tions and universities to develop the talents who can achieve

Schools, the Yokohama National University Faculty of Engi-

substantial accomplishments across international borders. In

neering has been accepting working adults as students in

addition, international students are welcomed to be admit-

the master’s program since 1988 and in the doctoral program

ted to the graduate school from developed and developing

since 1990, and has produced numerous graduates. It also

countries.

has a long list of achievements in terms of people who have
earned a doctoral degree solely by writing a thesis. Moreover,
the graduate-level adult education classes established in the
Division of Materials Science and Chemical Engineering were
officially recognized in 2000; and, since then, effort has been
made to carry out genuine, graduate-level adult education
equivalent to that offered in that division’s four regular fields.

Yokohama National University
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Graduate School of Environment
and Information Sciences
[Master’s Program and Doctoral Program]

1.
Technology Literacy education, which is essential
for interdisciplinary understanding of environment
and information

2.
The major and minor system for interdisciplinary
research

3.
Multiple-advisors system for completing a
dissertation Support by Faculty Advisor Group
and Advising Committee

The objective of the Graduate School of Environment and Information Sciences is to educate students to become researchers and
highly specialized professionals with technology literacy; expertise and skills to contribute to solving various environmental issues
facing the globe; and multiple-perspective insights to make sophisticated use of advanced information systems. To fulfill this objective, this course is designed to help students acquire 1) highly specialized knowledge to understand environmental issues, the most
important issues that human beings must overcome in the 21st century, from multiple perspectives 2) highly specialized knowledge
and skills in the information science field, which are rapidly innovating and advancing; 3) technology management abilities sufficient
to create business and develop policies to address dynamic change in society; and 4) practical problem-solving abilities from specialized and practical perspectives.
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Interdisciplinary Graduate School seeking to build a sustainable society

Department of Environment and Natural Sciences
The objective of this Department is to train students, through class-

◆ Specialization in Life Science

room lectures, laboratory experiments and hands-on training, to become researchers with abilities to pursue issues pertaining to life sci-

Students are educated to understand biological systems and

ence, applied chemistry, ecology and earth science; and technicians

influences of various kinds of chemical substances on biological,

and administrators with practical expertise. To fulfill this objective,

life and ecological systems so that they can play a leading role in

students taking this course learn about policies and skills required to

a wide range of fields related to environment and life science.

seek to develop the most desirable future global environment based
on comprehensive understanding of issues on the complex and multilayered global biological system, ranging from micro on a molecular and cellular level to macro on a global and ecological level.

◆ Specialization in Earth and Ecology
Students are educated to become technicians and research institute staff with practical abilities based on the understanding of
the natural environment on the earth as a comprehensive system
and its mechanisms.

Department of Environment and System Sciences
This Department is designed to provide education on issues in

materials which form devices, machines, and structures, with the

areas involving creation of an artificial environment. Students

aim of training students to become professionals who can pro-

learn about designing and construction of environmentally-

pose creative policies in the material field.

friendly materials, structures and systems as well as environment
material study. It is aimed to train students to become profes-

◆ Specialization in System Design

sionals who can address global issues to contribute to building
a recycling-based society and also can propose practical and

This Specialization is designed to provide education on tech-

creative policies and provide detailed consultation.

niques to form, maintain and manage environmentally-friendly
systems related to artificial environmental space and mobile

◆ Specialization in Material Systems

objects and system designing skills with the aim of training stu-

This Specialization is designed to provide education on mate-

cies and provide detailed consultation.

dents to become professionals who can propose practical poli-

rial recycling, environmental burdens and resource securing of

Yokohama National University
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Department of Information Media and Environment Sciences
This Department is designed to provide students with comprehensive education covering software and information process-

◆ Specialization in Environment Mathematical Analysis

ing techniques to bring in information from the environment

This Specialization offers education on numerical and functional

and build a new information environment as well as information

analysis methods to elucidate complex systems in nature, and

analysis, modeling and designing skills with emphasis on infor-

system development using these methods with the aim of train-

mation contents. It is aimed to train students to become profes-

ing students to become professionals with abilities to develop

sionals involved in the areas of environmental information and

systems based on mathematical thinking.

environmental media as system developers and integrators who
support the foundation of information media technology as well
as environmental analysts and media creators.

◆ Specialization in Information Media
This Specialization offers comprehensive education on meaning
extraction from media information on various issues, including
environment; information systematization; modeling; and methods for solving problems associated with databases and networks with the aim of training students to become professionals
with a deep understanding and skills of information media.

Department of Innovation Management and Environmental Sciences
This Department is designed to train students to become professionals who understand the basic concept of innovation and
have basic knowledge about innovation strategy, social environment, and social factors such as change in people’s awareness
and social demands, as well as global environmental issues and
thereby, can propose and implement methods for the management of innovation.

Department of Risk Management and Environmental Sciences
This Department is designed to train students to become profes-

◆ Specialization in Environment Management

sionals who have basic knowledge about the risk structure and
social factors in the present society, as well as understand the

The objective of this Specialization is to train students to become

basic concept of biological environmental risks on humans, ani-

professionals with highly specialized expertise and insights suf-

mals, and plants, and industrial and urban accidents and disaster

ficient to play a central role in conserving natural ecosystems

risks. They are also trained to understand situations in Japan and

and managing environmental risks posed by toxic chemical

abroad and develop knowledge and skills to assess and improve

substances on the levels of national governments, local govern-

these situations so that they can propose and implement mea-

ments, organizations concerned and companies.

sures for addressing environmental risks.
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◆ Specialization in Safety Management

sufficient to play a central role in the fields of industrial safety
management, social system safety management, and urban di-

The objective of this Specialization is to train students to become

saster prevention planning on the levels of companies, national

professionals with highly specialized expertise and insights

governments, local governments and organizations concerned.

Continuing Education
The Graduate School of Environment and Information Sciences

which the seminars, workshops and laboratory work are held,

aims to provide continuing education and retraining for people

upon consultation with academic advisors.

in the workforce, and in doing so to develop greater interaction
between the university and industry and contribute to the devel-

Long-Term Enrollment System

opment of new learning and technologies.
As one aspect of this continuing education system, we have

Long-term students are those who, due to their employment or

introduced the Special Selection for Working Students scheme,

other circumstances, are allowed to complete their studies over

which allows working students to apply for admission by way of

a prescribed period which exceeds the standard study period

an oral exam and review of submitted application documents,

(i.e. 2 years for the Master’s Program and 3 years for the Doctoral

without having to sit for a written exam.

Program).

Other measures aimed at facilitating working student studies

Unlike general students, persons who are recognized as Long-

include the ‘Special Learning Provision’ which enables working

Term Enrollment students can undertake their studies in the

students to attend night classes, and the ‘Long-Term Enrollment’

graduate school program for the same tuition fees required for

system providing reasonable tuition fees for working students

the standard study period regardless of the duration of their

who wish to extend the term of their study.

study period (i.e. 2-4 years for the Master’s Program and 3-6 years
for the Doctoral Program).

Enrollment Provision
Some lecture subjects in each course (in each department) can
be taken at night. Consideration is also given to the times at

Yokohama National University
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Graduate School of
Urban Innovation
[Master’s Program and Doctoral Program]

1.
Seek to develop and promote “urban Innovation
that is anchored in the basic principles of
sustainability and creativity

2.
Position as a mainstay of teaching studios and
other small class-size exercises, seminars and
training

3.
Train students to be creative- and
highly-specialized professionals and/or
global leaders with multiple points of view

Today, different cities face different challenges. Big cities in advanced countries have to cope with diminished economic
vitality, social problems accompanying aging population and low birthrate, together with aggravating environmental problems manifested in global warming. Small- to medium-sized cities are threatened by population outflow and shrinkage of
the city itself. Rapid economic growth and change in industrial structure in emerging- and developing countries call for a
satisfactory implementation, both in quantity and quality, of social- and livelihood infrastructures in big urban areas.
Against this backdrop of challenges, the Graduate School of Urban Innovation was established in April, 2011, to train those
creative, highly-specialized future professionals whose work will involve a variety of urban innovation projects (Master’s Program) and those future global leaders who, having trained to possess multiple viewpoints, will themselves be the underpinnings of global expansion of urban innovation research (Doctorate Program).
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Department of Architecture and Urban Culture (Master’s Program)
Students will train to become an expert possessing a thor-

the form of urban innovation.

ough knowledge of today’s urban problems and a) is capable
of proposing persuasive future urban space in practical terms

◆ Specialization in Architecture (Y-GSA)

and/or b) offers sustained support to progressive culturaland artistic activities in urban settings. It is entirely within

Through intensive studio-teaching programs students will

the scope of the program to situate Yokohama – this quint-

learn what is happening at the forefront of urban scenes and

essentially Japanese yet nonetheless unique city in having

architecture, acquire an eye for a variety of styles and their

the characteristic of an “experimental city” – at the center of

possibilities, and train to become architects that can propose

one’s research, or strengthen practical skills through the stu-

the fruit of their study in the form of an efficient space with

dio-teaching programs. The Master’s degree will be awarded

new possibilities.

in Engineering or Philosophy.

◆ Specialization in Architecture and Urban Culture

◆ Specialization in Culture (Y-GSC)
Students will learn ways to revitalize cities by the power of

Students will train to become knowledgeable in cutting-edge

culture and arts in a studio-teaching format and work to

research in various areas related to Architecture, Urban Space

develop skills to implement urban innovation in a sustained

and Culture (thanks to having dual educational/research fo-

manner through making artistic proposals that match the

cuses: architecture and culture/arts) and be able to take the

times and the space.

knowledge and, through practical research, put it to use in

Department of Infrastructure and Urban Society (Master’s Program)
Students will train to become 1) an expert with the ability to

◆ Specialization in Infrastructure and Urban Society

analyze and design development of and solutions to specific
areas of the globe, paying attention to each area’s engineer-

Straddling the two teaching/research fields of Civil Engineer-

ing and social infrastructure or 2) a leader who is capable

ing and Area Studies, the Specialization in Infrastructure and

of making contributions in addressing urban problems

Urban Society develops specialists that are ready to tackle

and community development in emerging and developing

specific urban problems and help develop local communities

countries in such organizations as central governments, local

from a global perspective, putting to use their knowledge

governments, international aid organizations, private corpo-

of the methods of social infrastructure engineering and the

rations and NGOs. The Master’s degree in either Engineering

culture and history of the local communities while embracing

or Philosophy will be awarded.

a social vision that is both creative and sustainable.

Yokohama National University
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◆ Specialization in International Infrastructure (IGSI)

classes and consultations on master’s thesis will be conducted
in English. The Specialization is offered not just to Japanese

By extensively utilizing a studio-teaching format, the Interna-

students but also to foreign students in general (including

tional Graduate School of Infrastructure trains students to gain

those studying for a master’s degree on the Japanese Govern-

useful knowledge of Civil Engineering, which they put to ac-

ment MEXT Scholarship Program). The International Graduate

tual use when they confront various different urban problems

School of Infrastructure thus functions as a foreign-student

in emerging and developing countries. All lectures, studio

teaching arm of YNU Graduate School of Urban Innovation.

Department of Urban Innovation (Doctoral Program)
The Department of Urban Innovation trains future experts

frastructures that can reliably underpin the future of each city

who possess specialized knowledge in Engineering, Society,

and area, and/or 2) guide and support academic-, cultural-,

Culture and History that is required to confront specific chal-

artistic- and social activities of each city or area in a sustained

lenges faced by various cities and areas of the world and have

and practical manner. The Doctoral degree is awarded either

the capability to 1) propose, design and build in practical

in Engineering or Philosophy.

terms persuasive conceptions, spaces, social- and cultural in-
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Other Programs, Their Approaches
[Studio-Teaching Format]

Program) and the Department of Urban Innovation (Doctoral

Small-Class, Practical Teaching Unfolding in a Studio

ly in English. In the Specialization in International Infrastruc-

Program), students can pursue their academic interest entire-

The Specialization in Architecture (YGSA) and the Specializa-

ture, students attend lectures offered in English, take studios

tion in Culture (YGSC) within the Department of Architecture

taught in English and write Master’s theses in English. For-

and Urban Culture, and the Specialization in International

eign students wishing to do research and receive instruction

Infrastructure within the Department of Infrastructure and

in English and Japanese students aspiring to become success-

Urban Society use a studio-teaching format that gives more

ful on a global stage can participate (in these programs). The

time to studio programs. Programs in this format combine

special program for International Infrastructure Engineering

an instructor experienced in business and practical teaching

accepts four doctoral students and one master student every

and a small number of students in one intensive, semester-

year as the MEXT Scholarship students and the equivalent

long project to provide richer, more rewarding training. In

number of students with other public scholarships.

the above three Specializations, not only are the Studios
mandatory but are also required of the students to be taken

This is a development from a special program that contin-

multiple times. In the other two courses, too, studios or

ued for a number of years in our predecessor organization,

internships are a requirement, with many students electing

the Specialization in Civil Engineering within YNU Graduate

studio programs.

School of Engineering Department of Civil Engineering and
Architecture, inheriting its achievements and offering more

[Teaching in English]

programs in English under the renewed Graduate School’s

All lectures, academic guidance and theses can be
given or written using English only.

with Letters and Arts.

policy of teaching Science and Engineering in combination

In the Specialization in International Infrastructure within the
Department of Infrastructure and Urban Society (Master’s

Yokohama National University
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Guide to City of Yokohama

Yokohama was nothing more than a small fishing village when American naval fleet commanded by Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in 1853. As soon as a port was set up in 1859, however, Yokohama became a focal point for the modernization of Japan as the
gateway to Western civilization. It was the first city to adopt daily newspapers, rail transport and gas lamps, which greatly contributed to the modernization of Japanese people’s lifestyle.
Although it has suffered devastating blows such as the Great Kanto Earthquake (1923) and the massed air raids of the Second World
War (1945), Yokohama continued to prosper and became one of the world’s leading international trade cities. Keihin Industrial Area
along the coastline of Yokohama is home to many of the leading Japanese corporations of heavy chemicals and light manufacturing
industries. As a world-leading trade port, it functions as an important pillar for the global economy, as well as to play a vital role in
the Japanese economy.
Yokohama receives around 35 million tourists every year from all over the world. Also, by hosting the final match of the 2002 FIFA
World Cup Korea/Japan, the city showed its contribution to the promotion of sports and cultural activities.
With the construction of “Yokohama Minato Mirai 21,” a development project of waterfront area started in recent years, Yokohama
continues its drastic development as a new symbol of the trade and tourism industries in the 21st century.
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Annual Events:
Yokohama Chinatown - Chinese Spring Festival (January - February)
Yokohama Marathon (March)
Minato Mirai 21 Cherry Blossom Festival Late (March - Early April)
African Festival Yokohama (April)
The Yokohama Parade (May)
Yokohama Port Festival (June)
Yokohama France Month (June)
Yokohama International Marine Entertainment Show (July)

Fireworks Festival (August)
Thai fair in Yokohama
Sankeien Garden Moon Night Viewing (September)
Indian Festival in Yokohama (October)
World Festa Yokohama (October)
Yokohama Chinatown Food Festival (November)
Yokohama Yamate Western Style Houses - Christmas Around the
World (December)

Sister / Friendship Cities:
Shanghai (China), Manila (Philippines), Mumbai (India), Odessa (Ukraine), Constanta (Romania), Lyon (France), San Diego (USA),
Vancouver (Canada)

Sister / Friendship / Trade Cooperation Ports:
Dalian Port (China), Shanghai Port (China), Hamburg Port (Germany), Oakland Port (USA), Vancouver Port (Canada), Melbourne
Port (Australia)

Japanese “Firsts” Originating in Yokohama:
Ice cream (1869), Beer (1869), Daily newspaper (1870), Railway (1872), Gas Lamp (1872), Tennis (1878), and more.

Yokohama National University
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■ Tuition
Tuition and other fees for FY2016 are as below (prices are subject to change.)
Graduate Student

Entrance Examination Fee
¥30,000

Admission Fee
¥282,000

Tuition
¥535,800 / year

Research Student

¥9,800

¥84,600

¥29,700 / month

http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/campus/expense/tuition.html

■ Tuition Exemption
This system waives (half or all) or defers payment of the tuition each semester of selected applicants when the
payment of tuition is deemed difficult because of economic reasons and the applicant has outstanding academic performance. However, submitting an application does not necessarily guarantee a waiver or deferment since
applications have been increasing. Also, please note that non-degree students are unable to apply.
http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/campus/expense/exempt.html

■ Scholarships
The following scholarships are available for international students enrolled fulltime:
Japanese Government Scholarships
(MEXT, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology: Monbukagakusho)
The monthly stipends are 147,000 yen for Master’s course students, 148,000 yen for Doctoral course students and 146,000yen for research students (as of 2016). For eligibility, please contact the nearest Japanese Embassy in your home country.

http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/international/accept/jp_gov_scholarship.html

Foreign Government Scholarships
Foreign Government Scholarships are available for those who are sent to Japan for study by the government of their home country.

Monbukagakusho Honors scholarship for Privately Financed International students by
Pre-arrival (university recommendation)
MEXT offers Honors Scholarships for a limited number of highly qualified international students studying at Japanese universities at
their own expense. The monthly stipend is 48,000 yen per graduate students (as of 2015).

http://www.jasso.go.jp/en/study-j/scholarships/scholarship/shoureihi/index.html

Other Scholarships
There are some other scholarships available for international students. However, both the number of recipients and the amount paid
are limited. For further information, please contact the Student Support Division after being admitted to YNU.

http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/campus/expense/scholarship.html

■ Accommodations for International Students
The following housings are available for international students. Please note that submitting an application does not
guarantee a room because of the limited number of rooms.
Name

Number of Rooms

Period of Residence Allowed

Monthly Payment

Ooka International Residence

252

Until graduation (completion)

¥41,000

110

1 year

¥10,500

International Student House

128

1 year

¥14,800

Hazawa International Residence

171

Until graduation (completion)

¥42,000

Minesawa International Student Dormitory

http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/campus/support/dormitory.html
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■ Japanese Language Instruction
YNU International Student Center provides Japanese language and cultural education for international students.
“Inter-Faculty Supplementary Japanese Language Program” which consists of six levels, from beginners to advanced
students, is open to all international students enrolled at YNU. Some classes are focused on many different skills such
as speaking, writing and learning Kanji characters so that each student can take these classes in accordance with his/
her level and goal. Although these are non-credit classes, a certificate of attendance can be issued.
http://www.isc.ynu.ac.jp/english/course/

■ Contact
For inquiries regarding entrance examination or method of obtaining application guidelines, please contact the following addresses. Office hours are 9 am to 5 pm weekdays.
Graduate School
Graduate School of Education

Graduate School of International
Social Sciences

Section in Charge

Contact

Admissions Section

+81-45-339-3261

edu.nyushi@ynu.ac.jp

Student Affairs Section 2(Research Student)

+81-45-339-3260

edu.gakumu2@ynu.ac.jp

Student Affairs for Economics Section

+81-45-339-3656

int.keizai@ynu.ac.jp

Student Affairs for Business Administration Section

+81-45-339-3684

int.keiei@ynu.ac.jp

Student Affairs for Law School
(International and Business Law)

+81-45-339-3660

int.houka@ynu.ac.jp

Graduate School Section (All English Program)

+81-45-339-3659

int.gakumu-all@ynu.ac.jp

Graduate School of Engineering

Graduate School of Engineering Section

+81-45-339-3817

ses.daigakuin-eng@ynu.ac.jp

Graduate School of Environment an Information Sciences

Graduate School of Environment and Information
Sciences Section

+81-45-339-4425

kankyojoho@ynu.ac.jp

Graduate School of Urban Innovation

Graduate School of Urban Innovation Section

+81-45-339-3826

ses.daigakuin-urb@ynu.ac.jp

■ Other Useful Links
[Admission Data: Number of Applicants and Successful Applicants] http://www.ynu.ac.jp/exam/graduate/result.html
[Academic Calendar] http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/campus/schedule/year.html
[Brief Guide to YNU for International Students] http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/international/accept/pamphlet.html
[Guidebook for International Students] http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/international/accept/guidebook.html
[Necessary Procedures Befor Entering YNU] http://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/international/accept/int_enroll_procedure.html

■ Graduate School Website
Graduate School of
Education

http://www.edu.ynu.ac.jp/english/

Graduate School of
International Social Sciences

http://www.gsiss.ynu.ac.jp/english/

Graduate School of
Engineering

http://gakufu.eng.ynu.ac.jp/english/

Graduate School of Environment
and Information Sciences
Graduate School
of Urban Innovation

http://www.eis.ynu.ac.jp/english/
http://www.urban.ynu.ac.jp/english/
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